
1. What time is sunset today? 
2. What are some of the grasses in your area? Are any of them 

native? Draw and define the species.
3. Trace the water you drink from rainfall to your tap. Draw and 

describe its journey.
4. When you flush, where do the solids go? What happens to the 

waste water? Draw and describe its journey.
5. How many feet above sea level are you? What are the major 

geographical features between you and the sea?
6. What spring wildflower is consistently among the first to bloom 

here? Draw and describe the species.
7. How far do you have to travel before you reach a different 

watershed? Can you draw the boundaries of yours?
8. Can you name the indigenous cultures that thrived in the area 

before it was colonized?
9. Can you identify the primary subsistence techniques of the 

culture that lived in your area before it was colonized?
10. Can you draw and identify five native edible plants in your region 

and the season(s) they are available?
11. What is the land-use history of where you live? Draw and 

describe the ways land was used.
12. Where does your garbage go? Draw and describe its journey and 

destination. 
13. Draw and describe the geological elements below the surface on 

which you are standing.
14. What happens to your recyclables? Draw and describe what 

happens to them after use.
15. Can you identify native flowers in your city? When do they 

bloom? Draw and describe the species.
16. Where is the nearest earthquake fault line? When did it last 

move? Draw and describe the fault.
17. Right here, how deep do you have to drill before you reach 

water? What is the source of that water?
18. Which (if any) geological features in your watershed are, or were, 

especially respected by your community, or considered sacred, 
now or in the past?

19. Name and draw birds that live here. Which are migratory and 
which stay put?

20. What was the total rainfall here last year? Snowfall?
21. Where does the pollution in your air come from? Draw and 

describe the sources.
22. Name and draw aquatic species in the nearest body of water. Are 

they native or invasive?
23. What primary geological processes or events shaped the land 

here? Draw and describe the processes.
24. Name three wild species that were not found here 500 years ago. 

Name one invasive species that has appeared in the last 5 years.
25. What minerals are found in the ground here that are (or were) 

economically valuable?
26. Where does your electric power come from and how is it 

generated? Draw and describe the sources.
27. After the rain runs off your roof, where does it go? Draw and 

describe its journey.
28. Where is the nearest wilderness? When was the last time a fire 

burned through it?
29. How many days till the moon is full?
30. What species once found here are known to have gone extinct? 

What caused their extinction? Draw and describe the various 
species.

31. What other cities or landscape features on the planet share your 
latitude?

32. What was the dominant land cover plant here 10,000 years ago? 
Draw and describe the landscape.

33. Name places on different continents that have similar sunshine/
rainfall/wind and temperature patterns to here.

34. Draw and describe the major geographical features of the region 
in which you live.

35. Where does the pollution in your water come from? Draw and 
describe the sources.

The Big Here 
Chicago Know where you are. With greater ecological awareness comes the possibility of sustainable 

relationships between human and nonhuman life.

We each live within one of many interconnected biomes. Understanding the Earth as a number 
of interrelated systems is important to the ecological revolution needed to sustain human and 
nonhuman life on this planet in an equitable and democratic way. How much do you know about 
your biome?
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Answer the questions to the best of your ability, without outside help, by drawing and writing on the provided sheets of handmade 
paper. Ideally you will be inspired to find answers to the questions you can’t answer today. 

This quiz is a variation of others by Peter Warshall, Kevin Kelly, and others.

 To learn more and for project updates, visit www.maggiepuckett.com


